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Introduction		
The CNTRP undertakes unique scientific investigations seeking to increase 
organ and tissue donation in Canada and enhance the survival and quality of life 
of Canadians living with a transplant. Because of the great effort that goes into 
CNTRP projects and the large amount of resources used, CNTRP investigators 
have the right and responsibility to communicate their findings to the scientific 
community and to the general public.    
 
The CNTRP is committed to ensuring fair and equitable acknowledgement of all 
scientists contributing to each research project and recognizes the right of all 
authors to review manuscripts before submission. Timely publication of new and 
significant results is important for the progress of science, but fragmentary 
publication of the results of a scientific investigation or multiple publications of the 
same or similar data are inappropriate. Each publication should make a 
substantial contribution to its field. 

Objectives	of	the	Publication	Policy	
The objectives of the CNTRP Publications and Dissemination policy are:  

1. To ensure orderly and timely dissemination of all pertinent data resulting 
from CNTRP studies;  

2. To ensure the scientific accuracy of CNTRP presentations and papers;  
3. To ensure that all investigators, particularly those of junior rank, have the 

opportunity to participate and be recognized in CNTRP presentations and 
publications;  

4. To ensure that press releases, interviews, presentations, and publications 
of CNTRP materials are accurate and objective, and do not compromise 
the scientific integrity of these collaborative studies;  

5. To ensure that all CNTRP investigators have the opportunity to access 
timely internal peer review support and guidance for all publications and 
abstracts;  

6. To maintain a complete up-to-date list of CNTRP presentations and 
publications, and to make this information readily available to all CNTRP 
investigators, stakeholders, and the public (via the website). 
 



	

©CNTRP	 2	

Guidelines	for	Academic	Papers	and	Manuscripts		
	

Authorship	
 
Authorship refers to the listing of names of participants in all communications, 
oral and written, of experimental results and their interpretation to scientific 
colleagues. Authorship is the fulfillment of the responsibility to communicate 
research results to the scientific community for external evaluation.  
 
Authorship is also the primary mechanism for determining the allocation of credit 
for scientific advances and thus the primary basis for assessing a scientist's 
contributions to developing new knowledge. For each individual, the privilege of 
authorship should be based on a significant contribution to the conceptualization, 
design, execution, and/or interpretation of the research study, as well as a 
willingness to assume responsibility for the study. Individuals who do not meet 
these criteria but who have assisted the research by their encouragement and 
advice or by providing space, patient recruitment, financial support, reagents, 
occasional analyses or patient material should be acknowledged in the text but 
not by authorship.  
 
Prior to beginning to prepare a publication, the investigators interested in 
participating will decide on a lead author and the author list. This will be done on 
a publication-by-publication basis and the members of the publication group 
should be determined in a manner that is equitable to all who are participating in 
the study. However, author order may be determined later based on relative 
contribution to the paper.  
 
Disagreement about the order of authors that cannot be resolved by the lead 
authors will be resolved by Project/Core Lead and/or the CNTRP Executive 
Council (see Dispute Resolution section below).  
 
In general, "Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical 
Journals" (NEJM 1991; 324: 424-428) shall be adhered to with regard to 
authorship.  
 

Preparation	
The Lead Author is expected to make available to all co-authors a draft of each 
manuscript, abstract, revision and/or review comments in sufficient time for 
comments to be returned to him/her and appropriate modifications to be made 
before submission (typically at least 2 weeks for manuscript). The lead author 
must also ensure that all co-authors have had an opportunity to review and 
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comment upon author lists of planned submissions before the lead author 
submits the final draft. 
 
All publications and manuscripts that are written on behalf of the CNTRP or seek 
to offer a position on behalf of the CNTRP must be submitted to the CNTRP 
Management Team for internal review and approval by the Executive 
Council at least 4 weeks prior to submission. The Executive Council will review 
the publication to ensure that it properly reflects the values and objectives of the 
CNTRP. Members of the Executive Council will prepare comments on the 
manuscript and a recommendation for approval, modification, or disapproval of 
the manuscript will be provided. The CNTRP Management Team will prepare a 
summary letter indicating approval or disapproval, proposing a resolution to any 
conflicts among reviewers’ recommendations, and indicating whether Executive 
Council review of the revised manuscript is required.   

Acknowledgements	
 
Regardless of source of funding, papers produced from CNTRP studies must 
acknowledge the use of CNTRP data and subjects in the Methods or Support 
section of the paper.  
 
Acknowledgement of support from the CIHR and any other funders must be 
included in all CNTRP papers and presentations. Acknowledge financial support 
(including the grant number) from the CNTRP and CIHR with the following text:  
 

“This work is part of the Canadian National Transplant Research Program 
(CNTRP) and was supported by the CIHR and partners (Grant Number TFU 
127880)”.  

 
Disclosures of significant financial interest must be reported by all authors as 
required by the journal.  
 
To reference the CNTRP in the paper, include the following reference:  
 

Hébert MJ, Hartell D, West LJ. Transdisciplinary tour-de-force: The 
Canadian National Transplant Research Program.  Transplantation 
2016;100(3):466-470  

 

Submission		
The Lead Author must forward a copy of the final submitted manuscript to the 
CNTRP Management Team at the time of submission.   
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Upon publication of the manuscript, the Lead Author will forward to the 
CNTRP Management Team the complete reference of the manuscript and notify 
when the article is available online.  
 

Open	Access	and	Submission	of	Manuscripts	to	Pub	Med	Central		
 
All CNTRP researchers are required to make their peer-reviewed publications 
freely accessible through the Publisher's website or a free online repository within 
12 months of publication.   
 
When a manuscript is accepted for publication, it must also be submitted to 
PubMed Central Canada as required by the CIHR Open Access Policy.   
 

CNTRP	Presentations:	
 
CNTRP Presentations should:  

- acknowledge all co-authors and the CNTRP,  
- use the CNTRP slide template 
- include relevant financial disclosures, and  
- acknowledge support from the CIHR and any other sponsors.  

 
Once a main paper has been presented at a scientific meeting, the presenter will 
forward to the CNTRP Management Team the slides used in the presentation 
and the relevant information about the conference. The slides used will be made 
available to all CNTRP investigators and may be used by them at other scientific 
meetings. However, any such subsequent presentations that will appear in 
published form must receive approval from the lead author unless the data in the 
original paper are already published.  
 

Media	and	Public	Dissemination		
Dissemination of study results is an important part of the CNTRP mission.  
Results can be distributed in manuscripts and abstracts as well as informal talks, 
articles, interviews, and postings to the CNTRP public website.  When 
communicating with media representatives about CNTRP research it is important 
to:  

- Emphasize the importance of transplant and donation research in addition 
to the significance of the science.  

- Mention the CNTRP specifically and refer media to the CNTRP public 
website (www.cntrp.ca).   



	

©CNTRP	 5	

- Mention CIHR and any other applicable funding sources.  

Dispute	Resolution	
In all disagreements and disputes relating to the publication of CNTRP related 
research materials, every effort should be made to resolve the issues amongst 
the relevant parties.  
 
In those cases where consensus agreement cannot be reached through this 
process, a written request may be forwarded to the CNTRP Management Team 
for immediate review by the CNTRP Executive Council.  If resolution is not 
possible within the Executive Council, the matter will be resolved by the Director 
of the CNTRP.   


